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Abstract

The current global governance is confronted with profound legitimacy crises and effectiveness di-
lemmas, the root cause of which lies in the excessive expansion of instrumental rationality that has
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permeated all aspects of social life. This paper attempts to investigate such crises through a theo-
retical synthesis of Karl Marx’s historical materialism and Jiirgen Habermas's theory of communi-
cative action. It argues that the globalized application of artificial intelligence (Al) is not merely a
technological advancement, but rather an alienated form of what Marx referred to as “objectified
labor” and “general intellect”, which further exacerbates the erosion of the capitalist logic on the
structure of human communication. Faced with the encroachment of the system upon the lifeworld,
this paper also introduces the philosophical perspectives of relational rationality and tian xia wu wai
(all under heaven is one community) derived from Chinese philosophy, as a supplement to Haber-
mas’s theory of intersubjectivity. The paper concludes that global intelligent governance should shift
from strategic action based on interest games to communicative action rooted in mutual under-
standing and consensus.
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