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Abstract

Although Xunzi did not explicitly discuss the issue of the source of morality, through the process of
elimination, it can be discovered that, unlike Mencius, who believed that morality originated from
the moral heaven, Xunzi saw morality as completely divorced from any heavenly factors and at-
tributed its source to humanity itself. In Xunzi’s theoretical system, humanity is divided into natrue
and mind: nature refers to humans’ natural tendencies and activities, as well as the reason of hu-
mans’ pursuit of desires and interests; while mind represents humans’ cognition and transcendence
of the natural and inevitable aspects of heaven, namely the cognitive faculty and the domination.
Therefore, the mind is also the driving force of morality and holds the status of the moral subject.
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The origin of morality is jointly constituted by both nature and mind: the mind serves as the motive
force and form of moral production, while nature constitutes the content and goal of moral produc-
tion.
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