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Abstract

This paper builds upon Professor LiangTao’s theory of “Commoner Confucianism” and integrates
Micheal Sandel’s critique of Meritocracy, Avram Alpert’'s anti-involution concept, and George
Lakoff’s framing theory to conduct a philosophical examination of the resource allocation dilemmas
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and culture narratives in contemporary society. It demonstrates how meritocracy has degenerated
into ideology that masks structural inequalities, and reinjects a contemporary perspective into
Commoner Confucianism through a reinterpretation of “good enough life.” Commoner Confucian-
ism not only affirms the common people’s right to basic material benefits but also emphasizes the
necessity of multiple paths to value realization, thereby countering the social fragmentation caused
by meritocratic hegemony. This research aims to explore the dialogue path between Confucian
thought and the predicaments of modernity, providing theoretical resources for constructing an in-
clusive society.
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