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Abstract

Since the 20th century, modernization and urbanization have developed rapidly all over the world,
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especially in developed countries. However, for a long period of history, capitalism, in pursuit of as
fast and as much profit as possible, has neglected ecological protection during its development pro-
cess, resulting in severe damage to the world’s ecological environment. In recent decades, a group of
Western scholars have begun to reflect on the ecological damage caused by the development of capi-
talism, and ecological Marxism was thus born. Among numerous scholars, James O’Connor and John
Bellamy Foster are the two most representative figures. Although both O’Connor and Foster belong to
the North American ecological Marxist school, the two of them and their school have engaged in an
inspiring debate around several aspects such as the tracing of the source of ecological crises, the
theoretical core, and the solutions. Therefore, the two formed a distinct Marxist ecological view.
0’Connor believed that the ecological view of Marxism should be further improved from a structural
perspective, while Foster held that the inherent ecological view of Marx should be interpreted start-
ing from Marx’s classic texts. By comparing the Marxist ecological views of O’Connor and Foster, it
is helpful to have a clearer understanding of Western ecological Marxism and can also provide more
inspirations for China’s ecological civilization construction.
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