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Abstract

History is the product of human social practice and a process of human activity aimed at pursuing
their own purposes. This paper adopts a comparative approach to conceptions of history, focusing on
the core differences and underlying connections between Heidegger’s existential-phenomenological
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view of history and the Marxist historical materialism. Heidegger situates historicity upon the tem-
porality of Dasein, emphasizing the individual’s awakening to authentic being and exploring the on-
tological foundation of history. In contrast, Marxism proceeds from real individuals and their ma-
terial production, revealing the objective laws of historical development and the reality of aliena-
tion under capitalist conditions. This paper, by examining the differences between the two in terms
of the essence of history, the mechanisms of dynamics, and the orientation of values, not only critically
scrutinizes the methodological limitations of Heidegger’s view of history but also dialectically ana-
lyzes his establishment of historicity as a core category of ontology, thereby pointing to contemporary
reflections on his historical perspective.
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