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Abstract

Taking Xunzi’'s ethical thought as the core, this paper systematically expounds the connotations of
“ritual” and “the divine” in Confucian ethics as well as their inherent connection. From the perspective
of “ritual”, it analyzes that ritual originates from the contradiction between human desires and social
order, and it has three core functions: defining social hierarchies and interest boundaries, supporting
the satisfaction of rational desires, and cultivating and elevating human nature. From the perspec-
tive of “the divine”, it sorts out the transformation of the concept of “the divine” from religious to
philosophical implications in the Pre-Qin period, and demonstrates that “ritual” serves as the prac-
tical path to reach the divine realm, while “the divine” provides a metaphysical basis for ritual. The
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two are deeply integrated in the funeral and sacrificial rituals. Meanwhile, the paper explains the
cognitive, decision-making and dominant functions of the “mind” as the core of self-cultivation, and
the role of the self-cultivation method of “emptiness, unity and stillness” in achieving the divine
state. Finally, it points out the reference value of Xunzi’s ethical thought for contemporary individ-
ual moral cultivation, social governance and ecological ethics construction, and emphasizes its in-
heritance and development of the Confucian ethical ideal of “cultivating oneself, regulating the fam-
ily, governing the state and pacifying the world”.
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