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Abstract

The “self’ and “self-consciousness” have always been significant themes in the history of Western
philosophy. Since Descartes, the father of modern philosophy, proposed “Cogito, ergo sum,” the phi-
losophy of subjectivity centered on self-consciousness began to take shape. Kant discovered in the
“I think” the transcendental capacity of the self to apprehend itself. Based on the theory of threefold
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transcendental synthesis, Kant proceeded from transcendental apperception and established his
transcendental philosophical system grounded in transcendental logic. Influenced by Kant’s tran-
scendental philosophy, particularly the concept of “transcendental apperception,” Fichte inherited
yet transcended Kant. Building upon transcendental apperception, he proposed three foundational
principles of knowledge and ultimately constructed the philosophical edifice of Wissenschaftslehre,
with the absolute ego as its first principle. This achievement marked a logical revolution from for-
mal logic to speculative logic and contributed to the development of Hegelian philosophy and mod-
ern Western philosophy.
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