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Abstract

Social integration is a critical issue that every era must confront. The digital age, characterized by
digitization and intelligence, has reshaped the operational dynamics of society while introducing
new challenges to social integration. Habermas’s theory of social integration offers a pivotal lens
for examining the new transformations and inherent contradictions of contemporary capitalism, as
well as understanding the unification of normative and factual dimensions in social integration. In
the digital era, algorithm-dominated modes of interaction have triggered crises such as the decline
of communicative competence, the dissolution of social identity, and the erosion of legitimacy,
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necessitating the exploration of solutions grounded in classical theories. Revisiting Habermas’s the-
ory of social integration in light of the digital age not only provides analytical tools for critiquing
structural contradictions in this era but also offers significant theoretical support and practical in-
sights for advancing China’s modernization of national governance and the orderly development of
a digital society.
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