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Abstract

“Li” (ritual) is a core concept in traditional Chinese philosophy and an important subject of study
for scholars throughout history. Regarding the origin of ritual, scholars from ancient and modern
times have expressed diverse views without reaching a consensus. Based on the perspective of tra-
ditional ritual studies from ancient times and the Three Dynasties, this paper examines and studies
Laozi’'s theory of ritual. Firstly, it clarifies the concept of Laozi’s ritual, views “ritual” from the height
of “Tao”, elucidates the essence and spirit of Laozi’s ritual, deepens the understanding of the essence
of ritual, its spirit, and the human essence it reflects, and rejects the absolutization of the value
standards of ritual. It hopes to implement a “governing by sages” that follows nature in politics, con-
struct a higher-level “unity in mystery” social order in society, and explore the value orientation of
the ritual system constructed by Taoist culture.
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