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Abstract

Based on his analysis and critique of Hegelian dialectics and Lukacs’ theory of reification, Adorno
established the unshakable position of negativity within dialectics. He directed his critical focus to-
ward “identity” and thus embarked on the theoretical path of “negative dialectics.” “Non-identity”
refers to the heterogeneity inherent within “identity,” representing an irreconcilable objective con-
tradiction, while “determinate negation” is a reformulation of Hegel’s negation of the negation—its
essence lies in sustained and thorough negation. Together, these two concepts form the core of
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“negative dialectics”. “Negative dialectics” also offers a profound critique of Enlightenment ration-
ality and the culture industry. These critiques remind us to maintain a dialectical perspective on
the development of science and technology, ensuring that such development safeguards the free-
dom and value of individuals in society. Moreover, they urge us to actively cultivate diverse forms
of culture as a means to resist the erosion of individual thought by the culture industry.
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