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Abstract

That Xue Er (Learning and Practicing) is placed as the first chapter of The Analects embodies the
fundamental significance of “learning” in Confucius’ ideological system. The first chapter of Xue Er
elaborates on three progressive states of “learning”, which essentially reflects Confucius’ systematic
approach to cultivating the ideal personality of a gentleman starting with “learning”. The last chap-
ter of Yao Yue (Yao’s Words) takes the three kinds of “understanding” as the criterion for evaluating
a gentleman. It not only summarizes the preceding discussions on cultivating a gentleman through
“learning” but also highlights the initiative of the moral subject while emphasizing the inevitability
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of the Mandate of Heaven, and elevates the spiritual pursuit of the gentleman’s personality to a met-
aphysical realm where the human way aligns with the way of heaven. The echo between the first
and the last chapters of The Analects reveals the entirety of Confucius’ ideological framework for
cultivating the gentleman’s personality through “learning”. Its ultimate purpose is to extend per-
sonal moral cultivation to social responsibilities, which distinctly embodies the Confucian ideal of
“inner sageliness and outer kingliness”.
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