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Abstract

“Notes on James Mill’s Elements of Political Economy” (abbreviated as “Comments on Mill”) is an
important text in the early developmental stage of Marx’s thought. Through a writing form that
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combines excerpts and commentary, it preliminarily constructs a rudimentary form of monetary
alienation thought with unique theoretical characteristics. In this text, Marx specifically elaborates
on the fourfold manifestations of monetary alienation: namely, currency becoming the central me-
dium of social interaction at the functional level, evolving into a purely ideal form within the credit
industry, presenting an inversion of subject and object in the relationship between human beings
and money, and manifesting as the domination of things over people in social life. However, Marx
does not provide a systematic theoretical explanation of the causes of monetary alienation. Based
on the textual context of “Comments on Mill” and the developmental level of Marx’s thought around
1844, this paper abandons the simple application of later mature theories and focuses on the text’s
unique perspective of interactional alienation and the core concept of “mediation.” It analyzes the
generative causes of monetary alienation in Marx’s early horizon from three dimensions: capitalist
private property, the logic of capital operation, and the capitalist social system. The paper excavates
the internal logic of the independent development of monetary mediation and its backlash against
the subject within the text, with the aim of perfecting the theoretical interpretation of Marx’s early
monetary alienation thought and enriching the understanding and research of Marx’s early “alien-
ation” theoretical system.
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