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Abstract

From ancient times to the present, the contemplation and inquiry into the question of humanity have
never ceased. From the discovery of the human in ancient Greek philosophy to the exploration of hu-
man essence in German classical philosophy, the full picture of humanity remains a mystery. Although
Marx did not explicitly propose a separate theory of human studies, his thoughts on humanity occupy
a significant position within the entire Marxist theoretical framework. His numerous works are per-
meated with an understanding of “humanity,” serving as a thread that runs through the Marxist
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ideological system. Marx’s understanding of humanity underwent two transformations: from the “real
human” during the period of legal-philosophical critique, to the “real individual” during the establish-
ment of historical materialism, and then to the “social individual” during the period of political-eco-
nomic critique. These shifts achieved a dual revolution in both the conception of humanity and histor-
ical perspective, constructing a humanistic thought centered on human freedom and comprehensive
development. This holds great significance for people to correctly understand themselves and over-
come one-sidedness. Therefore, delving deeply into Marx’s humanistic thought is a crucial aspect of
demonstrating the contemporary vitality of Marxist theory.
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