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Abstract

In The Invitation to Ethics, Fernando Savater places the dialectical relationship between freedom
and responsibility at the core of ethics, arguing that freedom is not merely a formal right to choose,
but also the capacity to bear the consequences of one’s choices. This paper systematically reviews
Savater’s conception of freedom and responsibility, and introduces a critical perspective to identify
the limitations of his theory, including its presupposition of equal capacity for choice among indi-
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viduals, its neglect of social structural constraints, and its limited cross-cultural applicability. Fur-
thermore, it explores the tension between individual responsibility and social justice in real-world
contexts marked by unequal resource distribution, institutional injustice, and cultural pluralism,
and attempts to propose supplementary reflections on Savater’s ethical framework.
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