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Abstract

In this paper on the concept of time in Kant’'s Transcendental Aesthetic, the first part will clarify the
basic content of Kant’s concept of time and compare it with the concepts of time in Aristotle and
Augustine. By elaborating on the unsolvable problem of the succession of innumerable minimal
units of time in Aristotle’s view of time and the problem of the subjectivization of time in Augustine’s
view of time, I will clarify that, in Kant’s concept of time as an a priori form of intuition, the problem
of continuity does not arise under intuition—that is, as long as intuition is continuous, time as an a
priori form of intuition functions synchronously. Furthermore, the a priori form of intuition differs
from phenomena and is neither continuous nor discontinuous. Moreover, the empirical reality and
transcendental ideality of time ensure that time possesses objectivity within subjectivity, thereby
avoiding the problems of continuity and subjectivization inherent in the Aristotelian and Augustin-
ian conceptions of time. In the second part, by introducing the famous refutation of Kant’s view of
space and time in the history of philosophy—known as Trendelenburg’s gap—1I will reconstruct
Kant’'s argument and attempt to reveal that Kant’s concept of time neglects the fact that the relation
of presupposition is not equivalent to the relation of containment. Consequently, whether intuition
can be derived from space and time cannot be established on the premise that space and time are
the presuppositions of intuition. That is to say, the logical foundation of the intuitive nature of space
and time is not secure; it is not self-evident. Intuition may indeed be derived from space and time,
but the possibility that it is derived from something else cannot be ruled out. Finally, from the stand-
point of defending Kant’'s philosophy, I will argue that Trendelenburg’s critique of Kant’'s view of
space and time proceeds from the perspective of formal logic, whereas Kant’s position is grounded
in his empirical reality and transcendental ideality. To refute Kant’s conception of space and time
from a formal-logical standpoint overlooks Kant’s vision of establishing the validity and legitimacy
of human knowledge and the logical sacrifices he was compelled to make. This, in turn, reveals the
distinctiveness of Kant’'s concept of time.
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