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Abstract

This paper takes Descartes’ validation of the cogito as its point of departure and rereads the struc-
ture of his argument through the problem of time. By examining the instantaneous self-evidence of
“I think, therefore I am” and the distinction between duration and time, it argues that Descartes’
time-related reasoning involves two temporal orders: a discontinuous order oriented toward indu-
bitable, momentary confirmation, and an order of persistence grounded in God’s guarantee of truth.
Turning to cinematic time, the paper distinguishes between external time and internal time: external
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time, as the physical spatiotemporal setting of the viewing event, provides an empirically accessible
order; internal time, as the carrier of the image, provides the image’s own way of being. Finally, taking
montage as an expression of cinema’s internal time, it examines how montage generates its own
persistence through structural organization. By clarifying both Descartes’ temporal orders and cin-
ematic temporality, the paper establishes a comparative framework between Cartesian temporal
structure and the temporal structure of montage, opening further interpretive space for relating
the two.
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