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Abstract

Traditional philosophy of science grounds objectivity in the erasure of the subject and the suspension
of values. This ideal has been thrown into crisis under the dual interrogation of historicist critique and
feminist epistemology. Haraway’s theory of situated knowledges offers a counter-intuitive response:
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partiality is not an obstacle to objectivity but the very precondition for it. This article analyzes the
internal difficulties of both the positivist and the relativist paths, explicates how Haraway recasts
partiality as a condition of objectivity through the priority of partial perspective, the agency of the
object of knowledge, and the reforging of objectivity as accountability, examines the workings of the
triple mechanism of perspective, positioning, and diffraction, and discusses both the theoretical ad-
vances and the remaining practical difficulties of this proposal.
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