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Abstract

The idea of modernity serves as the theoretical foundation of modernization. In his “Economic and
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Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844”, Marx takes the theory of alienated labor as the core category
and conducts a four-dimensional critique of the path of capitalist modernization from economic,
natural, social, and spiritual perspectives, which constitutes the precursor of Marxist critical thought
on modernity. Marx argues that the Western path of modernization represents, in the economic di-
mension, the rationalization of “private property”; in the natural dimension, the “loss of man’s in-
organic body”; in the social dimension, the “alienation of man from man”; and in the spiritual di-
mension, the “loss of man’s spiritual species-capacity”. Regarding the contemporary significance of
the critical thought on modernity in the Manuscript, taking Marx’s critical thought on modernity in
the “Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844” as a guide helps to clarify the theoretical
logic through which Chinese path to modernization transcends the capitalist modernization path,
and to highlight the reflection and sublation of Chinese path to modernization on the modern pre-
dicament of “human alienation” from the four perspectives of economy, politics, culture, and society.
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