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Abstract

Marx’s theory of alienated labor profoundly reveals the fact that labor in human society is alienated
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and controlled under the capitalist system, and it constitutes an important component of the funda-
mental theories of Marxism. In the digital age, digital labor, as a new form of labor, is profoundly
transforming people’s modes of production, daily life, and work, and provides significant support
for the all-round development of human beings. With the deep integration of digital technology and
capital, the problem of digital labor alienation has become increasingly prominent, exhibiting new
manifestations of alienation. The alienation of digital labor is the result of the combined effects of
multiple factors, among which the private ownership of digital means of production is the root cause,
the profit-seeking nature of digital capital is the driving force, the advancement of digital technol-
ogy is the technical factor, and the weakening of workers’ agency is a key subjective factor. By trans-
forming digital production relations, regulating the operation of digital capital, promoting the eth-
ical development of digital technology, and reshaping workers’ agency, we can continuously miti-
gate the problem of alienation in the process of digital labor. Guided by Marx’s theory of alienated
labor, a scientific examination of the essence, causes, and manifestations of digital labor—and the
elimination of capital’s exploitation and oppression of digital labor—holds significant theoretical
and practical significance for reconstructing the modes of production in the digital age, promoting
its orderly and healthy development, and realizing the comprehensive development of human be-
ings and the restoration of workers’ agency.
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