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Abstract

This study focuses on two core texts, Nagarjuna’s “Chapter on Time” in the “Madhyamakasastra”
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and Augustine’s “Confessions” Book XI, systematically comparing their fundamental differences on
the essence of time. Nagarjuna mainly employs the method of negation and dialectical logic to criti-
cize the reality of time as an independent entity, revealing that it is merely a provisional designation
based on the movement of phenomena and that its self-nature is empty. Through the logical decon-
struction of the continuity and fluidity of time, he ultimately leads to the state of nirvana, which
transcends all temporal delusions and extinguishes the grasping of distinctions. Augustine, on the
other hand, through introspection and phenomenological description, turns the issue of temporality
inward, proposing that time is “the extension of the mind,” constituted by the three mental functions
of memory, attention, and expectation. In contrast to God’s “eternal present,” he clarifies that time is
alimited attribute of the created world and the path of the soul’s return to God within this temporality.
This paper conducts a systematic comparative analysis around five core dimensions: “the essence of
time,” “the structure and fluidity of time,” “time and eternity,” “methodological differences,” and “points
of convergence.” It points out that the differences between the two not only stem from the methodo-
logical distinction between “negation” and “introspection,” but are more deeply rooted in the two fun-
damentally different ontological and teleological frameworks of “dependent origination and empti-
ness” and “God’s creation.” This study aims to deepen the understanding of the time concepts and the
underlying ideological systems in the East and West through this specific philosophical dialogue,
providing a concrete and profound example for comparative philosophy across cultures.
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