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Abstract

As a vital component of Marxist philosophy, historical materialism reveals the objective laws gov-
erning the development of human society, while the people as the subject represents the concen-
trated embodiment of historical materialism in terms of value stance. It is not only the essence of
the Marxist theoretical system but also its core constituent, holding an irreplaceable position.
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This paper expounds on the developmental stages of Marx’s thought of the people as the subject,
illustrating that Marx took “real people” as the starting point and the free and all-round develop-
ment of human beings as the goal. He scientifically demonstrated that real people are those en-
gaged in material production practice, the creators of history, and play a decisive role in social
transformation, fully affirming the people status of the subject. Marx’s thought of the people as
the subject has been continuously upheld and innovated in the course of the times, endowed with
rich contemporary connotations, and providing important guidance for the people to fully play
their role as the subject in the new era. This paper aims to provide theoretical support for under-
standing the people’s stance on Marxism and an ideological reference for the development prac-
tice of contemporary China.
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