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Abstract

Zhu Xi’'s “Xin Min” thought, while inheriting the Confucian tradition of people-oriented, weakened
the subjectivity of the masses due to excessive emphasis on external education, and eventually be-
came a theoretical tool of feudal autocracy. This article reveals the limitations of the traditional “Xin
Min” ideology by analyzing issues such as the disconnection between “novelty from others” and
“self-renewal”, as well as the lack of public consciousness. Combining the Marxist view of the masses
with the democratic practice of the new era, a parallel turning path of “the people renewing them-
selves” and “making the people new” is proposed, providing theoretical inspiration for the modern
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transformation of traditional people-oriented thought.
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