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Abstract

The Introduction to the Contribution to the Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right serves as alandmark
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text marking Marx’s transition from speculative philosophy to the critique of reality. Taking the cri-
tique of religion as his point of departure and “reality” as his core standpoint, Marx critiques the
unreal conception of “subjective self-consciousness” represented by Hegel, Feuerbach, and the Young
Hegelians. On this basis, Marx constructs a conception of “subjective self-consciousness” that takes
the category of “the masses” as its carrier, the “dialectical unity of theoretical critique and the rev-
olution of human heights” as its path, and “human emancipation” as its orientation, thereby trans-
cending the limitations of the abstract interpretations of German tradition. Although constrained
by the context of Marx’s early thought and retaining traces of humanism, the actualized construction
of his conception of “subjective self-consciousness” exerted a significant influence on the subse-
quent development of his thought on the subject.
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