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Abstract

Doubts about historical materialism have persisted since its inception, with scholars across disci-
plines offering varied interpretations that often contain ambiguities or even contradictions. Karl
Kuhn, as the founder and leading figure of analytical Marxism, dedicated himself to reconstructing
and advancing historical materialism. In his seminal work *Marx’s Historical Theory: A Defense*,
Kuhn proposed the “functional interpretation” theory, asserting that historical materialism consti-
tutes a functional explanation. Employing analytical philosophy, he examined Marx’s historical the-
ories by clarifying fundamental concepts and integrating them through interpretive propositions,
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thereby offering fresh perspectives on historical materialism. Critiquing Kuhn’s analysis of Marx’s
historical theory not only provides new insights for studying materialism but also enhances our
comprehensive understanding of Marx’s historical materialism.
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