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Abstract

The Marxist view on the functions of literature and art is based on the materialist historical perspec-
tive and systematically expounds the multiple social functions of literature and art. The reflection
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function answers the question “Where does literature and art come from”, revealing the decisive
role of material production and the active reenactment of literature and art; the cognitive function
answers the question “What do literature and art make us know”, explaining that literature reveals
the essence of society and the connotations of human nature through images; the transformative
function answers the question “What does literature and art change”, emphasizing its power to
awaken class consciousness, reveal contradictions, and promote practice. These three functions are
dialectically unified, providing a systematic theoretical framework for understanding the relation-
ship between literature and society.
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