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Abstract

As a representative figure of contemporary New Confucianism, Feng Youlan creatively established
the “New Rationalism” system (Xin Li Xue) by synthesizing the essential insights of Chinese and
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Western philosophy. On this foundation, he proposed the “Positive and Negative Methods.” These
methods function as philosophical analytical tools for his “New Rationalism”: the Positive Method
employs logical analysis to construct an epistemological framework with conceptual clarity, while
the Negative Method, through “speaking through silence,” bridges the ontological goal of attaining
the “cosmic realm.” Together, they form the epistemic basis for transitioning from “empirical cog-
nition” to “ontological enlightenment.” The crux of constructing contemporary Confucian ontology
lies precisely in identifying the core belief that can establish a foundation for the ontology. There-
fore, delineating the internal relationship between Feng Youlan’s “Positive and Negative Methods”
and the ontology of New Rationalism from an epistemological perspective, and evaluating their
methodological effectiveness, can provide new insights into addressing the dual objectives of “logi-
cal clarification” and “spiritual elevation” in modern Confucianism, offering fresh pathways for re-
constructing Confucian epistemology.
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XA Y A 2 B E DI ER . Rk, R VR b, b Je R LB AT N E, UCNE .
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BEY Y, EACE O AR T T P R, TERRREE R “IEROTE” R XTI, T “A
JRITE” R B F LT FEEEFPNRIRER RN “ — DR 5 RSN 46 T IR T,
MAT T 7 (5], p. 288)H i A 22N IE A TR SE BT, 70 Al v B2 B Rttt 4, BLEAS
YLE([6], p. 90). XIS CHIANE ) MM IEFINERNMGA R RN “BRENE L¥RGETIEE AT 0
T BRI A BRI OB, B TR DR R RS R T A A
TCEER T[], pp. 282-283).
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3. “IEEMFE" TREZB/S5BHRRKAINRISEE
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M2 /T, ThFdERME % BRI, NEEFEWRZE, REAEENEER. 7 ([8],p. 1076)
XE) “IERITE” TR F T B R R MR ZE T A,

HRAEIER RSB b, AR A, AN R A H N I8 ) W 5 I S o A )
B SRS R 0 — PP, AN B MG AN By 2 [ 1 HE S I 0 &R o XS4 i Ry
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WRMES, MAEE AN ARHELA S, HEERE, ZESITIIIIEEE TEEME, A LRIIE§E Y
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S BRI, GURTTEAE R R EARIF B MRS SN BB KA 7 B “ARIA
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WAEBLER EAFENAESK T BB A BRI AR 5 SAIE, T ELSE A8 MR TR S 5 % 5 A2 “ Y
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