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Abstract

Marx’s concept of the “real individual” is not a static theoretical category, but a humanistic proposi-
tion that gradually deepens with the evolution of his philosophical thought. This humanistic frame-
work is deeply integrated with the humanistic tradition of Chinese excellent traditional culture,
which focuses on the present life, advocates practical rationality, values ethical order, and upholds
the pursuit of wisdom through change. It constitutes the core humanistic premise of combining the
basic principles of Marxism with Chinese excellent traditional culture (the “second combination”).
However, the two ideological traditions emerged from different historical conditions and cultural
contexts, and there are undeniable tensions on core issues such as individual and collective, rights
and obligations, struggle and harmony. These tensions are not obstacles to “integration”, but rather
the internal driving force behind their deepening. The “second combination” is not simply reconcil-
ing differences at the theoretical level, but seeking dynamic balance in specific practical fields based
on the actual development stage of Chinese society and the needs of the people, while facing up to
differences. From poverty alleviation to common prosperity, from the “Fengqiao Experience” to a
community with a shared future for mankind, contemporary Chinese policy practice has demon-
strated the complex process of transforming philosophical concepts into institutional design.
Simply viewing the “second combination” as a perfect theoretical validation can obscure the com-
plexity and inherent tension in practical transformation. Only on the basis of acknowledging the
differences and carefully reflecting on the practical difficulties can we truly promote the two-way
empowerment and organic connection of Marxist humanistic thought and humanistic wisdom of
Chinese excellent traditional culture, create a new cultural life body with organic unity, and provide
spiritual nourishment and theoretical support for Chinese path to modernization.
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