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Abstract

“Investigating things to acquire knowledge” is an important theoretical concept in the history of
Chinese philosophy, originating from “The Book of Rites: The Great Learning”. From the Han and Tang
dynasties to the Song, Ming, and Qing dynasties, Confucian thinkers provided multidimensional
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interpretations of it in conjunction with social backgrounds, highlighting their specific philosophi-
cal thoughts. Among them, the interpretations of Zhu Xi and Wang Yangming are the most repre-
sentative. Zhu Xi, based on the “principle ontology” of Neo-Confucianism, advocated “investigating
things to explore principles”, through which he explored external things and rationally accumulated
and comprehended “heavenly principles”; Wang Yangming, rooted in the position of “mind is prin-
ciple” in the philosophy of mind, centered on “attaining conscience”, advocating “investigating
things is to investigate the mind”, emphasizing the self-awareness of inner morality and emotions.
This paper interprets and analyzes in detail the understanding of “Investigating things to acquire
knowledge” by the two scholars, comparing their cognitive differences. Although their views reflect
different emphases in their respective eras and reflect different epistemologies and ontologies, they
are closely related to personal moral cultivation, highlighting the characteristics of ancient Chinese
philosophy. Their related thoughts have profound significance for self-moral cultivation.
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“RECN” VR E R BAAR R PO R 5T R TERE, HF LT (ILIC - K5, REF R
Fe 5 BRI, YSEIIMEIE O TIARIE S . SR R PR AN PR O 10
oo HDUELOKR, 2. JLBULSESE OXT AR, ERVINY, BEEHESES 0N RERMEER
TG “RPBUNT ARG D EE SR, HPRES TR BARE ST, &
B CHAMRIR T O9RREE, Bk CRIWSTELY, SRR FOAMEEY) . MRRERAR T R HE;
BI LA 0 RDEL” DAZte, SR “RADEIRLT, MR A B S RAEACD RAN DA SEIUEE 5 5, —F )
B “IEIR 7 5 BRI, TERCT BOAANRIE SOH TG AR R . 729k, FERIIRIZ
WETEE, 0 NBUA BT S JBRR, T “RYIEUN” Fra & 5 SR N AR, LR
FEONBEPRTBEREE, W5 S ANENAR, UREE, RIHEEER. BRI KA

AEEISRE L. Hit, REMBEIFHBCRE S EMN “HRUB0N” BE, WRAFZHE O N IR 5K
O E, BERIMES R B AR A S, e m N NS S kR A 5% .

2. R “HPBA” BIENRNE
21 ¥¥: FREMZE

RBEAE CRFEEA) A /07 (FHBIFSE: “i%, 20, ¥, FEh. JFEFWHE, K
AETAEI” [1]. XA 487 RONIEBIR AEEE 1L, “W)7 NEITERSEY, Y7 1855 HDM
EH, EeEENBREY, NRBIFYATAAERN “B” o REHEDERE Y7 K, =20 Y,
HEW” [2]. W0 <97 BRERE—E R, B RAREERSRY, hREE s iE. AMeilE
R, LS BEEMRAAE, R W7 IIRFOEREM 2 B R 5 A 4.

TERFRPARR T, A7 L B2 “5587 , IS RFEVNTER . AR “B” o flsgif,
“CEL AR T OISR, IR AR RS BAR RS AR AR, TR NAE TR AN, B,
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“RP” B RE, AR R B REY RS, RIEHNTEZ “H7, dbfE ORI FERE. N
SCELCTHET M BAR, RERE T ARSI CBHA 2T, WRHEZ R E, B2 EEZ
f, sokz ez d, RRZIHEZ R, TS O0kE2E, MEHHAZE, UERMRMZ A, e
Azw, ARX—Mzd, EAGURIFEATMARCD, SHLUARTAT S#E” [3]. X—iRRWAH T
“Ketn” ARSI R EXN AR RS, WHEEN O EEMAME S MRS
SR B SO HORIEEE, W S APHE . SRR IR, R TSk AR . n
E =20

EAFE R, REFREN S, IR R, 1R — MR 167 8
B . AR R g5 T ER RO TEAKD, SR C— RS, W T —FEE; A,
BT —iE R, JiE RS (2], MRS R BT, HEBR—RA
MRALLR, ARESTE Y., [, “W%7 HIERaRm oS EMHRTT, Basx a8 5.0
A NMEHRME S, 8“7 BE “WiM” , th “Way” , ZHRMHER, ERMR “558”
e BME. AN, REWMX D THER “BWHHE” S SikorE” MER, il “#8” BRI
HYX AR, EPEEAEY LT, FRMAME L7 MIRX, BT “EY” RS
MR L.

22. BA: #HERA, RESFHE

5 K7 MXRL, REAE CREEA)) Xt “Som” MEHEREAE:  “8 W, m, iR,
PR 250N, SREBTRITEARE” [1]. X FE Wil 7 “Bon” Mienmim: <57 BEy. 558,
“H7 BNSE R BARAFIRE I S RORANE, BT R B B A AR E 1S RR AR Y A
W, S PRI AR S

RBEWN, BT BRERGE CRITTELY T BN I RENER R iz B Y
50, Rt PR “REPTRZ B, HEMm T, DL BT, 2 RIR, R4S DL A D TS
AR [3]. KEWRE, BT R, TR R R TR B AR EY) . B ST,
PR AERE, AR B HEYT R FREY), miUE A B, RASSHURNRIE R K
ESERE

IR, 5B —aG REPTU “F17 , RASEREAR “RAMRRE” , X “RE” FATEIA
R, FAEXFRARIAE RGN “Re” 20, AT “RR” CORB” PIRAS . “BUn” MidAe, st isid
PIXRPAENED, K kW7 FrERARRZ B 5% RIAFNMME &, EANRRIEHF E AR
FEo Bltn, i M%7 R TARAL B, GUE “ZF7 MR, BT, K 7 iEEE M EEE.
H PAERBR RS, KIS MEZ B A, X2 “Bum” )AKEIL. M5z, “Bon” 2
R AL, X B AL RS EUE, RESLHI R eI,

23 BWUSHM: AIMESF, HFEEE

FERFRPANRRAA R, W7 5 “Bon” HAEM AL AT, TR A TARAE . ARt
AT JEETR G —id 18, SERM R R e BN IS 5B R “BW7 RN T “FHH”, 1“5
B REWRNT Hom, @SR A A EY, R EWRAR S, ARERIR, BREC
R I HEEE, 4848 T T YA AR M ME— 2 H . AR E AR IR I e B, LR, IR
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3. XFAFR “HEm” BEKNAHE
3.1 . RDIER, XBEE

HRE UG REYZH” FAMER TR AREORA T, EHBSEE “RE R L7 B0
mo B R B EOD NSNS R O TS, R TR L ENELY OYIRIERY “Ax ) Bk, EMH
Bl E5K, MRS A h LR T AAEZ “HL, TS REEE 2T —— AR IR B g A e
BH ORI, THRIAISRER, A “BOZ R Y 25 AM . BHRMEB RIS ILNA
) “H” o EARFGRIR S, FYZ CE7 IFEMSL T NOMIAEE, 2R T NE SRR AN R A5 R
B, R A e, OANEEL” . BEIE R IABUIE R0, XL IR KA RS EIE.

FRHBIXE R MR, B TARE “HEY KN, CRILEEOY Ak 2, B OREARL”
[4], Bl M IEEIRES ST, BIHEBRRAL. hUFRE. “FmErEregRm, BN
FRMEY. 7 AR R EER R 5 R 4EE, BT RV REESLEEE. £ D
FEmE g b, EHBIFERE SR B R 225 . IRt “W%, Fd, NEZrRBaHSE, &
e FEZ Y. 3, 1B, IERALEDIATIEZIEN. IERALES, HEZiHt. HTIEHE, AEZ
Wt 7 [ANXERE, ERBIPTUE Y7, JFEREITRINER, HEAMREY, TREAN “E
&7 KPR N B EY —— SRS AL, T T, DI T R AT o, 2
Nl B R SR

BEAN, ERHUHER: “HOZAEATLAIE, AREEKE, MEAAIE. SEOELOFE, DS
SZPRMIEZ o 7 [AIEME R, NIAOD(LZAE)ZAERE . EALER, “AIE” FRIEETER
BORIRE), R RSRMACHEER. EiL, K77 FZOAES, BRES KKz br, M
IEHAE A" 240, ERCERES. BT HRAL, MHEETOZ AR EERE. MEz, MY
) “#etn” , ARFIRIVEHEYZEE, MAMA “ROREG” , BEER, K& 1%, BEALEAGH
REIGRE, KR <o BAEE “HY7 g iz ol

32. BH: BEULZRA

EFHBAR “BUN 7 REILAE AR A B, RN ARRIAR. EERBEKR, BT 5 ‘|
R 2R, “ ‘SR %, FEEHIER HMRZIEH, BB RMEH. Ri#E,
BATE RIEZL, NEFHZ #Hl. RIEZL, AFREMM, ARFIMNEE, iz R, 7 [4]x
—FEWI T BN AT R ORI RN TE o A YT EREL S TR

HEz H.
ERHMFsERRE “ A7, RARKRAEGH. AMFREMRDFZAE AR I REEAT B8 A
Pz, R BBEEEAIRE T R TEE. Z7I08: “AZIAFEmREE, HRAEDN. JrAEm

N, HREW. 7 [S]EMH IR B DR, R RAFUE NN ZANE R ORIE, N ZEHEZ
Oy FREZG, PRz Oy RAEZ 0K “WUsg” , BJET KA, MRz 4z —
RAMABIhRE, B2 R Do, PP dE, RIEESHRNGE 4, REEEE. “REuZAE
Nty Tl T2EE, RNESZHFEE, 7 [ALRENERILN, WOMIIEZERNRM, RZEEAK
RAURBALBE R, TR RABA S LTS, & 2l “Bon” mid bz iE.
HAAME, “BERM” PR, Jo8N0rRANATASE AR 4Ry ZE
W, ANATARBAEf S 55 KT EY), #E LR AOGAEN, M AE YR RA 1) “3” , KB 5
VIR I P S 2 A B, TS 2, ERIBIN “EUm” . BLCRE UL, BLCBEARL” NHR, K
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ARG STEESL B S, WIRATHE T RE “W)” 5 “JUn” a2, (i 1O AR ke
PEFE -

33 SEE: LA—, ASHT

EEMBREERR T, “BW7 5 “E7 ZHRZOMES L RAT BIT, & R
IR, WEANEAREGERIEC L, BROZAEKEZEARNE. EHN, “BY7 5 “Z” 1
Gi—tk, AFER K7 5 R ST R 2 R, BT Y EESZAE. ERFL
Wk, foRBEIAESE, “HoHm” g CHRmM7, RNEES O RA, ERMEFE T RESEITNZ
e Z“HFEDHHT. HNRBE—EA K07 NIESEE, REMSPRIGER, “2om” fIMR
s WA CBUNT R, BT R RTTIR, WONETAREE . Bk, R i Rt
A CET R, ST SRRt AR ARRE AR BSEB, A ANRT R ELL MHAR AR AR

HTEZ, ERPR B0 B4R, DLCOLRIELY Peedbal, DL YRR NROTEnE, R
Y7 RN “RDIERT B CBUNT BN “BEOQZRAT, BT 5 CEom” Sl 7oAk R T
Mgt

4. KRS EMRAXT “BOEN" LHER

TERRIIE 50 AR YD, KBS ERBLL CRE) “RmE” NI R, 456
H & H AR R0 AT 7 RETEE R, H - FH R AN, SRS SIMER A ERRER . 0%
FEATEE N R CL “GTEL ONZA A AR, M T R - SO AMEINRIER AR, SRIE AR 1S
PEMERT: ERIBILL “BORA” R0IATE, WAL T “BUN - B RIS, R CBonT S
PG, WA RS CORBAEMIENME B M S0y’ BRSEREE, MbIRE B —T7
AT EERIXS, — 5T, SARAERT HAAAN G K, X — mfE =T s BRI ERE R B AL
AR, 7 [ FKAMRESR, EEAIERNTT R MOTHRESRIT W=, IR 2T .

4.1 PHENER: IMESESEAK DS E

WTT IR AR, ZAES W B0 BERZ 0N ZER, AR b “HEEYTh” 5 “H8E
O AL B BRRGE T TR I R ERA A —— R K BRI SR, B
FERTE B ERHBI TSR “RPRR07 , ENER S B, JLITMIERHmEL . “REEKKEIEDZ
B, ERABBRE LA RV ERENORER” [7], X IRRRHEREE T #0505 B

TR IR E R T R B “RTITE B =&, AT b, TS
B, RS LR S E B E . R UE OISR E T HEYY 2, fr 0 55 B o R e
HES NFTRBUNR Y, BEOZRMTHEEYYE. o2 R, RPrEREE. BHEO RN RHE
THIEYY), NFEYMERLIER . BEELZ RAE, BUunt. SRy SRS, Kok, 260
SN —F M. 7 AIXBRRIEM SR T = FH 0B RER 07 5 B IR, N
“H AR TANRE YT, fRE CEIY)T A RE 3R s M ERHBIN EgK COLEIEE”, 0y “E” K
St N L R E, TofG AR R, R O R EIHEY 20 F 01, [ REAE S04 H BAT (i 21,
KL HEE 7 .

FEEMMER, W7 FZOIFRRTUINE S, TRMIENORAIERS, & AR
EEEIRIES . MPTRRER) A% 7, ot “AIE” “EIR7, R slRE KRN RERE . 85T
B, OREIEEEARE, A E2 WBOER” o XFEYITN, AR O R RBIT, K
“W” W NIE S LR, SRl “ SoRiEQ” EENE, IO RAEIERG, ARl
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S5EMBIMR, KRENEYITRGERRINREY), Eik “ROEITE” , Bl rEd R sNn S
YIRIAT, 53 REPgia ) “B” o REUON, B ZFEHNEWAME, “EEVZRT, MARZEALT
BWZIG” , TY” WGE CET BSMERIR, & CEZPE, NFTBATARTSE” [7]. KT
REH, HHEAYEAIL B, —FEoR R RBgEE R BT, REBERRIE S A
[, EprA Rik “3” #PFETFE—A “RE” o Bk, ANZEAR R, gledild 655k, 8
WIATHTIY, MRLBKLY, FHRE-DHDWEARZ “B” , REELAHSHEY, THEAYZ
B, ik CRE WANGARL TEZ, RERRDITIEGE “ESSKRE” . DANRHED AR 5, Eid
R GREY I, TS CBURT s ERBRREYIT R CRPNSREL”, BLNO RACDIZ L, 8
o Mg MIEE SR, SRR R Y, LB T . M EL AR ERIVRE | Y%
MANME” 5 “EMANE" B35 .

4.2. WUSENER: BERRS RAEFIERNXH

WYTTIAE, BEHERE TRES EHBERD I LNER . REL “HMEFE” AT5H, B
T BRI L SCEAR ROV O IR YTk ERHWIEL “ R AR DT T, TS BAA LR L TETE
H A% D RIS, “HAETTERIZ R BN A B S O] . 7R R R AR A R
e TR UL BT, RS BARRIROR AR R I S T A R A RIREE,  EOR AR LR A RN e
B3 FREFEYI AR, (BRI RARN2RFIRR R, HRZ&IRHE, &R IikEiE
TV ST AR ARAAR . AR —MOARB R RE T, TR BB B 51 3 5 AMEHD 2 3
MZM T, LR A A RHRR AR, B BRI S YAIGE i, eSSBS R e AT 4R
RN as R, @A R RSB R 5 ZAEHEY A 2 L, R 2 B A U S0 S
FIXT 2 I E I . 5 AR, B RN R A B AR, TR T B4 IR A RIAE S, KX — &
Fr LR YEWEIG R FF O T WE G B 4 B 2 b 3R —Fh el ) B RN, 2 AR Y FE B A R R )

WGERE. EEFIBIER, TEMERIRITS A TAMER W ED 2 F, MRS RIRAE T RN
Az We BL, HINKENTIRER MR, RfORED, @l mNKas858E ANERSE
Ul L, M IE 2 B R A A T A0 2 RSB RIEMERR S RAMEEL.

FH—I7H, WARRRMRE, REFEKE B RHEETEH VK CORE”, EEAN AR
Fr S IETE RS (2R, B 3k R SRR S5 AR R R s k. IRk, “RsEUn” <RI
FFEL AR A bR, AAROUUS B AR Fe ML B KRR 1, 5 1 A DR B 2 ) T U OR
MVEAMRRTH &R, ZORERK—F ATEL IR & KRB EOR,  PULSE s 277 B bR, 1IEW0FR
KArE:  CARIBHIBR AR NG, K& — T AN N O RIHEE R, R R A R
M EZEN G RS B, RATEIE B AR S A R AR A R A8 O SR M FZ 2 H R .7 [8]3X
WM RN Y, AR B R, BB R R — 2 IR N RO O B B B A T R
B AR AR N S 2 BAAAR, A RETEERE T MER NGz, YOS RMPT R NIEER S, R
A BEIAAAE T ERBMAOZ N, ERAINFR. EAREE UEME SHEEA S, Hi%m A hit
LG BUX A0, X TREEMIRR Y TEESEP MBS B, REEERNE
BEELIRS T ERES

4.3 AHTRESR: AMAETESMITE—XAL
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