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Abstract

The concept of productive forces is the cornerstone of Marx and Engels’ historical materialism, and
the theory of productive forces constitutes the foundation of the Marxist theoretical system. Based
on The German Ideology, this paper deeply analyzes the theoretical origin and contemporary impli-
cation of new quality productive forces. The paradigm of productive forces constructed in The Ger-
man Ideology on the basis of “real individuals”, “the production of material life” and “intercourse”
provides solid theoretical support for understanding new quality productive forces. There is an ide-
ological resonance between new quality productive forces and The German Ideology: “real individ-
uals” are the premise for the development of new quality productive forces, and the two promote
each other; the contradictory movement between productive forces and forms of intercourse drives
the adaptive transformation of production relations; the historical materialist principle that “life
determines consciousness” reveals the unity of the historical inevitability of the emergence of new
quality productive forces and the progressive social forces of historical initiative. The high devel-
opment of new quality productive forces is the core material prerequisite for the realization of com-
munism. Faced with the new round of scientific and technological challenge and industrial transfor-
mation, the development of new quality productive forces should adhere to the integration of sci-
entific and technological innovation and culture to foster a sound innovation ecosystem; build new
types of production relations compatible with them through institutional innovation; strengthen
intellectual support by promoting the integrated development of education, science and technology,
and talent; and expand development space through extensive social collaboration and universal in-
tercourse, so as to provide a strong driving force for the construction of Chinese-style moderniza-
tion.
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