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Abstract

The theory of social formation is an integral part of Marxist theory and represents a significant the-
oretical achievement in the application of dialectical materialism to the analysis of social history. In
the 1960s, influenced by the French structuralist movement, Althusser began to attempt to reaffirm
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the “scientific nature” of Marxism through a structuralist approach. Marx’s theory of social for-
mations became one of the key subjects through which Althusser analyzed the scientific nature of
Marx’s theory using structuralist principles. On the one hand, Althusser emphasized the primacy of
the overall social structure from a holistic perspective, arguing that social history is a process of
development devoid of purpose or agency; on the other hand, he analyzed the “multiple determina-
tions” and “dominant structures” within social formations from a synchronic perspective, asserting
that the driving force of social historical development lies within the process itself.
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