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Abstract

In The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State, Engels employs the method of historical
materialism to systematically examine the historical evolution of women'’s status, revealing that
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private property is the fundamental root of women’s oppression. This article discusses the issue
from five dimensions: the evolution of women'’s status, the root causes of oppression, the pathways
to liberation, theoretical significance, and practical implications. The study finds that the uneven
development of the two kinds of production, the deepening of the social division of labor, and the
establishment of private property collectively led to women’s decline from a position of high esteem
in the age of matriarchy to a subordinate role under patriarchy. The fundamental pathways to
women'’s liberation lie in the abolition of private property, women’s return to public industry, and
the guarantee of marital autonomy. Engels’ thought on women'’s liberation not only enriches the
materialist conception of history and develops the Marxist theory of women'’s liberation, but also
provides important theoretical guidance and practical implications for promoting gender equality
in contemporary China. The concept of women’s liberation discussed in this article is articulated
within the context of Marxist theory.
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