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Abstract

Kant's theory of things-in-themselves is a core concept in his philosophical system. Although things-
in-themselves exist, they are unknowable due to the limitations of human cognition, which is con-
fined to empirical intuition. This theory has sparked widespread academic debate, providing rea-
sons within German Idealism, Neo-Kantianism, and Kant studies for either accepting or overcoming
the concept of things-in-themselves. Although there is still no consensus on its ontological status
and epistemic function, it is through the continuous questioning and interpretation of this concept
that its core theoretical value as a boundary for human rational self-critique has been established,
persistently inspiring thoughts about the limits of reality and reason.
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