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Abstract

Building on Marx’s critique of commodity fetishism, Zizek extends this framework to the analysis of
contemporary capitalist ideology, proposing his theory of ideological fantasy. Social subjects con-
tinue to operate according to the logic of ideology even after recognizing the falsity of ideological
discourse. The theoretical foundations of this framework are drawn from Marx’s critique of fetish-
ism, Althusser’s theory of ideological state apparatuses, and Lacanian psychoanalysis. Examining
the operative logic of fantasy theory across three dimensions: at the institutional level, material
arrangements ensure that the cost of exit exceeds the cost of participation; at the symboliclevel, the
suturing of meaning provides subjects with an intelligible sense of reality; and at the level of
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subjectivity, the externalization of belief allows subjects to maintain a critical distance while sus-
taining their practical attachment to the existing order.
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