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Abstract

Aristotle’s classification of “concrete justice” in Book V of the Nicomachean Ethics lays the normative
foundation for the existence of political communities. Distributive justice follows the principle of
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geometric proportion, establishing a macro-value order and a framework for resource allocation
based on objective individual differences; corrective justice follows the principle of arithmetic pro-
portion, maintaining the impersonal legal boundaries in micro-private interactions by suspending
identity differences. These two mechanisms logically presuppose and functionally fit together, suc-
cessfully transforming the inherent ethical pursuit of preventing “greed” into external, operational
institutional norms. Revisiting this classical dual justice structure not only reveals the inherent
logic of justice’s leap from abstract moral qualities to concrete political institutions, but also pro-
vides a philosophical diagnostic framework that is both logically rigorous and penetrating, for un-
derstanding the structural crisis of how macro-distribution imbalances erode micro-legal equality
in modern pluralistic societies.
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