Advances in Philosophy #2£#8Ef&, 2026, 15(5), 146-152 Hans X
Published Online May 2026 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2026.155214

ERTR

LLL

JbsRERZEX “EFH” RIEREAH

T3k, X m*

SR BE R WIS 5SS BE, S SERH

Weks H . 20264F4H 120 FHER: 20264F5H4H; KA HI: 20264F5H18H

R

FARFAXCRAEBEF AL, [EXEERER R BARRERE K EER B H RARN .
ARFEAE BT “ iR " M RERMB RSB R, REAT R TSRS, BEN &7 5“7
X—xTEREKERE, ARTRIEEZANTGEETZ, TREMESINAS. Wi, 80 “4” 5
“M”7 KR, HESTHEFEZEN 287 R O, BdREHEER nfE A RX—
XHValE, EWNTAMRMRSEEIEAN U7 WEET %, W AR AR AR ZE A I 2 R R
FRRHIRM

XK ia

k%, AW, GIUA=, ERXRE

An Interpretation of “Ti-Yong” by Shao Yong
of the Northern Song Dynasty and
Its Main Features

Nanjun He, Xiaoli Wu*

Institute of Yangmingology and Qian Studies, Guiyang University, Guiyang Guizhou

Received: April 12, 2026; accepted: May 4, 2026; published: May 1184, 2026

Abstract

Extensive research has been conducted on the philosophy of Shao Yong, a prominent thinker of the
Northern Song Dynasty. However, there remains considerable space for further inquiry into his in-
terpretation of “ti-yong” (substance and function) and its defining characteristics. Shao Yong
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structured his cosmological system of images and numbers through his exposition of “ti-yong”, and
his accounts of this conceptual pair center on the description of the phenomenal world. His under-
standing of “ti-yong” differs from the Cheng-Zhu Neo-Confucian view that “substance engenders
function”, instead anchoring the concept in the inherent nature of all things. Furthermore, Shao
Yong's thought on “ti-yong” also draws upon the ideas of “primordial number” and “manifested
number” from his studies of ancient phonology. By examining how he employed the “ti-yong” binary
to analyze the constitution of all beings and developed it into the philosophical method of “observ-
ing things”, we can attain a more complete understanding of Shao Yong’s philosophical system as a
whole and its influence on the development of Neo-Confucianism.
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