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Abstract

The life-world is a central concept in Husser!’s later phenomenology, yet its interpretation remains
controversial. Niklas Luhmann criticizes Husserl for failing to adequately address the problem of
familiarity, arguing that the distinction between the familiar and the unfamiliar is the most primor-
dial and founding structure of the life-world. This paper challenges Luhmann’s critique by analyzing
Husserl’s The Crisis of European Sciences and Transcendental Phenomenology and related texts. It
demonstrates that familiarity is not a mundane psychological feature of everyday experience but a
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transcendental characteristic of the life-world. The familiarity of the life-world manifests in three
interconnected dimensions: (1) pre-givenness as an “invariant style,” which constitutes the origi-
nal intelligibility of the world; (2) the familiar framework of bodily experience, where the lived
body functions as the zero-point of orientation and the medium of intercorporeal understanding;
and (3) the typological structure of experience, through which passive synthesis pre-categorizes
perceptual materials and enables the anticipation of the unfamiliar. These three dimensions col-
lectively show that familiarity is the transcendental condition for the possibility of life-world ex-
perience, rather than an empirical phenomenon to be explained by social system operations. The
paper concludes that Luhmann’s critique rests on a methodological misunderstanding, as he inter-
prets the life-world within the natural attitude, thereby overlooking its transcendental dimension.
A proper phenomenological understanding of familiarity reveals the life-world as the subjective
source of all objective knowledge, preserving the critical and foundational potential of Husserl’'s
late philosophy.
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