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Abstract

» o«

Descartes’ “clear and distinct” principle faces the dilemma of the “Cartesian circle”: the ultimate
foundation of truth has to appeal to an external God. Husserl transformed this principle through the
concept of evidence. On the one hand, through phenomenological epoché, he shifted the guarantee
of truth from an external God to internal consciousness itself; on the other hand, through the anal-
ysis of intentionality, he transformed the object of truth from ideas to the self-manifestation of
things themselves, where matters and states of affairs are present in consciousness as themselves.
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However, this transformation also comes at a cost: the transcendental self falls into the predicament
of solipsism, and evidence’s reliance on “presence” limits its scope of application. The difference
between evidence and the clear and distinct is not so much a solution as a shift of the problem do-
main.
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