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Abstract

In contemporary epistemology, especially within the analytic paradigm centered on the Gettier
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problem, knowledge is often regarded as the result of adding further conditions (such as causal con-
ditions, tracking conditions, anti-luck conditions), and the focus of epistemology is thereby concen-
trated on how to define these conditions and their modes of combination. This approach, at the
methodological level, tends to take propositions as the sole unit of analysis, thereby compressing
cognition into a collection of propositions, while paying comparatively little attention to the holistic
and relational structure internal to the objects of cognition. Of course, this does not mean that epis-
temology entirely lacks concern for holism and structure. For example, coherentism have already
attempted to explain justification from the overall interconnectedness of belief systems; however,
these theories largely remain at the propositional level, and “grasping structure” itself has not yet
been elevated into an independent cognitive dimension for systematic elaboration. Therefore, a
person may possess a large number of true propositions and yet still fail to genuinely understand
the object in question; conversely, a subject’s ability to form or revise knowledge about an object
often depends precisely on having, in some sense, grasped the relations among the internal ele-
ments of that object. It is against this background that Linda Zagzebski elevates understanding to a
position more fundamental than knowledge. In her view, understanding is no longer an additional
reward external to knowledge, but is instead closer to the internal mode through which cognition
becomes cognition. This paper proceeds precisely from this issue and, by examining the relation
between propositional and non-propositional structures, aims to show how understanding, while
in some sense prior to knowledge, does not detach from it, but is continuously deepened in the ex-
pansion and revision of knowledge, thereby constituting a mutually generative and mutually rein-
forcing relation between the two.
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