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Abstract

In modern democratic society, various reasonable but incompatible philosophical and moral doc-
trines coexist for a long time, which is what Rawls calls “reasonable pluralism”. In response to this
reality, Rawls put forward the theory of “overlapping consensus” in Political Liberalism, hoping to
solve the stability problem of the principle of justice in a pluralistic society. He attempts to construct
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a political conception of justice different from other doctrines, so that people with different value
positions can reach agreement at the political level, so as to provide a legitimate basis for a free
society. At present, most academic discussions on overlapping consensus focus on the positive de-
fense of its modern value or criticism from an external standpoint, and few conduct detailed analy-
sis from the internal logical structure of the theory. Based on Rawls’ later texts of political philoso-
phy, this paper combs the basic connotation of overlapping consensus, and points out its internal
tensions between moral neutrality and political legitimacy, universal justice and special context,
static consensus and dynamic society. On this basis, this paper tries to revise the overlapping con-
sensus with the idea of “weak public reason”, appropriately relax the restrictions on comprehensive
doctrines, improve its inclusiveness while maintaining the stability of political consensus, and pro-
vide a realistic explanatory path for the consensus construction of pluralistic societies.
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