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Abstract

The explosive advancement of artificial intelligence technology today is sending shockwaves across
the globe. It has not only transformed the concrete forms of material production but also profoundly
reshaped the underlying logic of value creation and distribution. Taking the labor theory of value
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laid out in Marx’s Capital as the analytical framework, this paper dissects the infiltration of intel-
ligent algorithms into labor processes, the mechanism through which data capital captures value,
and new forms of exploitation emerging in human-machine collaboration. It unveils the logic of self-
reinforcement of capitalist production relations amid technological innovation. On this basis, it ar-
gues that artificial intelligence has not overturned the theoretical foundation of the labor theory of
value. Instead, it corroborates Marx’s prophecy regarding the internal contradictions of capital ac-
cumulation through an extreme manifestation of technological alienation. To steer technology to-
ward human-centered development, it is imperative to establish public ownership of data as a
means of production alongside a global technology governance system—an indispensable path for
the labor emancipation movement in the 21st century.
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