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Abstract

This paper aims to systematically review the profound evolution and reflection of Marxist views on
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nature throughout its historical development. Starting from the foundational discussions of Marx
and Engels, it reveals the ecological dimension of “reconciliation between humans and nature” and
the historical materialist analytical framework within their theories. In the face of the increasingly
prominent global ecological crisis in the second half of the 20th century, the proactive aspect of
“transforming nature” in the classic theory has encountered practical challenges. Against this back-
drop, ecological Marxism emerged, reconstructing core concepts such as “metabolic rift” to deepen
the critique of ecological crisis to the capitalist system and capital logic itself, achieving significant
development and deepening of Marxist views on nature. Ultimately, the vitality of theory lies in
guiding practice. China’s ecological civilization construction, as a model of the combination of Marx-
ist views on nature and local practice, has achieved creative transformation and innovative devel-
opment of the classic theory, contributing unique practical experiences and models to global eco-
logical governance. Through this historical and logical unified review, this paper demonstrates that
Marxist views on nature is an open and developing theoretical system, whose ecological implica-
tions continue to glow new vitality in responding to contemporary challenges.
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