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Abstract

This paper takes “The Second Chapter on Governance” as the core text to explore the multiple con-
notations of “filial piety” in Confucius’ thought and its pivotal role in Confucian ethics and real world
political practices. The entire “The Second Chapter on Governance” is spoken by Confucius. Six rec-
ords directly discussing “filial piety” in it (such as Meng Yizi and Ziyou asking about filial piety, etc.)
centrally reflect the dual dimensions of filial piety: on the one hand, with “respect” as its core, filial
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piety emphasizes inner spiritual self-awareness; on the other hand, filial piety is closely integrated
with the ritual system and has become an important foundation for maintaining family ethics and
social order. Generally speaking, “filial piety” undertakes the key function of connecting inner sage-
hood and outer kingliness in the Confucian system. It is not only the foundation of individual moral
cultivation (studying things and cultivating the self), but also a necessary means for governing the
country. Confucius extended filial piety from family ethics to the political field, making filial piety
an important support for rule by virtue, which has enlightening significance for modern social gov-
ernance.
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