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Abstract

The critique of Proudhonism in The Poverty of Philosophy is often regarded as a purely theoretical
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debate. This paper argues that this work is actually an important theoretical resource for the inter-
nal directional divergence within the First International (1864~1871). Through textual and concep-
tual comparison, it reveals that the methodology of production relations critique established by
Marx in 1847 not only constitutes a theoretical polemic but also provides a penetrating analytical
framework for identifying reformist tendencies within the First International. The core argument
is that Marx’s method of “production relations critique” in The Poverty of Philosophy enables him
to transcend the appearance of specific policies and reach the structural defects of reformist trends.
This intellectual capacity shows that the vitality of classic texts lies notin direct quotation but in the
reactivation of their methodological core in historical situations. This paper aims to clarify the real
connotation of the Marxist concept of “practice”, which is not a simple application of theory to real-
ity, but a re-deployment of historical dialectics in specific contexts.
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