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Abstract

Digital capitalism uses technological narratives to “push nature into the background” of human sen-
sory experience, thereby internalizing the ecological crisis as a crisis of perception. A critique of
ecological perception within the framework of Chinese-style modernization reveals this mechanism
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of concealment and explores pathways to its unveiling. From a theoretical foundation, Marx’s theory
of “material transformation” reveals how the logic of capital alienates the sensuous interaction be-
tween humans and nature; digital capital, in turn, replaces ecological authenticity with “dataism,”
severs the direct connection between the body and nature through “interface immersion,” and over-
draws ecological boundaries via “accelerated circulation,” thereby achieving a “productive conceal-
ment” of ecological perception. From the perspective of practical pathways, by establishing a value
foundation, providing institutional safeguards, and enabling technological capabilities, new tech-
nologies—represented by artificial intelligence—can be transformed from “veilers” of capital accu-
mulation into “revealers” of ecological perception, ultimately pointing toward a sensuous return to
“seeing mountains and waters” in the digital age.
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