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Abstract

In the Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, Marx’s concept of alienated labor reveals the
worker’s alienation from the product of labor, the activity of production, the species-being, and so-
cial relations among individuals. However, in explaining the fourth determination of alienation,
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Marx encountered three predicaments inherent in Feuerbach’s humanist philosophy: the abstract-
ness of species-philosophy and the principle of objectivity, as well as the isolation of the concept of
alienation. Subsequently, in the Excerpts from James Mill, Marx absorbed Hess’s theoretical insights
and achieved three shifts: from a micro-level critique of the individual to a macro-level critique;
from an abstract principle of objectivity to concrete objective activity; and from the manifestations
of the problem to its underlying causes. In doing so, Marx overcame the limitations of Feuerbach’s
philosophy and turned toward historical materialism.
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