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Abstract

“Governing by non-action” is the core governance thoughtin the Tao Te Ching, based on the philosophy
of “following the way of nature”. It emphasizes following the laws, refraining from overreaching and
disturbing the people, and advocates simple governance, putting people first, moralizing the world,
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and advocating peace. This article systematically expounds its connotations of following nature, sim-
plifying regulations, not competing with the people for profit, moralizing people, and opposing war. It
also reviews historical practices such as the “Wenjing Governance” in the early Han Dynasty, revealing
the inheritance of this thought in traditional Chinese politics and its influence in the East Asian cul-
tural circle. Based on the contemporary governance context, the article explores the modern value of
“governing by non-action” from the dimensions of limited government, market economy, social co-
governance, personal self-cultivation, global peace, and ecological civilization. It points out that this
thought is not passive inaction but a governance wisdom of following the laws and acting precisely,
which has significant theoretical and practical significance for promoting the modernization of na-
tional governance and inheriting excellent traditional Chinese culture.
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