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Abstract

Among the many problems in philosophy, the mind-body problem occupies a position of fundamental
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importance. For a long time, philosophers, psychologists, and thinkers have tended to regard the
mind as an independently existing substance, and the idea of understanding the mind as a kind of
substance has also exerted a broad influence at the level of common sense. In modern philosophy,
Descartes systematized and theorized this conception, thereby further solidifying this line of
thought, while Ryle referred to this position as the “official doctrine.” Descartes maintains that body
and mind are two distinct substances; although they are ontologically independent of each other,
they cooperate in the actual life of human beings and stand in a relation of interaction. Ryle, by con-
trast, argues that Descartes’ explanation, premised on the mind and the body as two independent
substances, is logically untenable. In Ryle’s view, Descartes attempts to understand two concepts
belonging to different categories in the same way. Ryle points out that misplacing two concepts of
differentlogical types into the same category constitutes a serious theoretical error, which he terms
a “category mistake.”
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