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Abstract

Through the principle of “substance is subject,” Hegel dialectically defines the origin as the self-re-
alizing process of “absolute spirit.” Critically sublating the dualism entailed by Kant’s thing-in-itself,
the subjective tendency of Fichte’s absolute ego, and the static character of Schelling’s absolute
identity, Hegel maintains that the origin is a dynamic whole that achieves the unity of subject and
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object through self-negation, externalization, and return to itself. Hegel’s conception of the origin is
systematically presented in the history of the experience of consciousness in the Phenomenology of
Spirit and in the categorial derivation of the Science of Logic; its truth manifests itself as a holistic
dialectical movement. This marks the completion of classical metaphysics, while its inherent ten-
sion between systematicity and methodology also provides later philosophy with theoretical re-
sources for critique and transcendence.
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