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Abstract

This paper conducts a study on the dialectical relationship between the “universal” and the “indi-
vidual”. First, it reviews the relevant explorations in Western philosophy before the emergence of
Marxism. Representatives from ancient Greek philosophers to German classical philosophy failed
to scientifically resolve the relationship between them, either separating and opposing them or one-
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sidedly overemphasizing one aspect. Furthermore, it uses materialist dialectics to explain their ob-
jective relationship of unity of opposites and mutual transformation. Finally, it expounds its dialec-
tical embodiment in Marxist epistemology as “from the individual to the universal, and then from
the universal to the individual”, providing key support for understanding the theory of contradic-
tion and mastering materialist dialectics.
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