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Abstract

As two core thinkers exploring justice in the tradition of Western political philosophy, Marx con-
structed a social justice theory based on the transformation of production relations with historical
materialism as its cornerstone, while Rawls put forward modern justice principles centered on fair-
ness through the thought experiment of the “veil of ignorance”. The profound differences between
the two in terms of the value foundation, historical dimension and realization path of justice, as well
as their potential consensus in caring for the interests of socially vulnerable groups and pursuing
the ideal of human equality, have become a focal topic of interdisciplinary research in political
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philosophy, ethics, sociology and other disciplines in recent years, attracting extensive attention
and in-depth discussion in academic circles. An in-depth exploration of Rawls’s and Marx’s theories
of distributive justice is of crucial theoretical and practical value.
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